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In India divorces are rare. Both members (men
and women) adjust themselves to each other's
nature and there is generally harmony in home
life. The wife shares her husband's joys and
sorrows. Sita is an example. Thiruvalluvar,
author of Thirukural (which is a treatise in
Tamil on conduct and morality), says that a
woman who regards her husband as God will
have the power of bringing rain to the country
at her will. Savithri saved her husband
Sathyavan from the clutches of the God of
Death because of her power of chastity. When her
husband was unjustly executed by the Pandian
king of Madurai, Kannagi burnt the city of
Madurai by dint of her power of chastity. An
Indian woman generally leads a spiritual life
after the death other husband.

Sir, in our marriage the couple undergo cer-
tain ceremonies,, but their significance is not
explained. May I know about their signifi-
cance?

According to the Hindu Sastras and Apastamba
Sutras, the young man who has selected a girl
for marriage must send his friend to the girl's
father to make the proposal. This is Kanya-
varanam. The purpose of the marriage is to
seek the cooperation of the wife in performing
religious ceremonies and in producing good and
pious children. That is why the wife is called
Dharma PadnL

The Mantras recited during the marriage
ceremony are those found in Rig Veda and recited
during the marriage ofSoman andSooryai. The
bride-groom prays to God to make him and his